Feast of Christ the Eternal King

Feastday: November 20

This Sunday we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King. It is one of many opportunities the
Catholic Liturgical Church year offers to each of us consider the creature which is called
time, receive it as a gift and begin to really live differently.

Yet, for many Catholics who commemorate the Feast, it is just one more somewhat
esoteric celebration which we go through every year at this time.

This mistake is at least right on one count, it really is all about time.

The Catholic Christian notion of receiving time as a gift from God is one of the many
things which make us counter-cultural. In fact, the number of things which make us
counter-cultural is increasing as the West abandons its foundations in Christendom and
embraces a secularist delusion.

Our actually choosing to live the Christian year, in a compelling way, can become a
profoundly important form of missionary activity in an age which has become deluded
by the barrenness of secularism.

A robust, evangelically alive and symbolically rich practice of living liturgically can
invite our neighbours to examine our lives and be drawn to the One who is its source -
Jesus Christ, the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End - as the emptiness of a
life without God fails to fulfil the longing in their own hearts.

In a particular way, Catholic Christians are invited to mark time by the great events of
the Christian faith in a Liturgical calendar. However, like so much that is contained
within the treasury of the Catholic Church; the practice must be understood in order to
be fully received as a gift and actually begin inform the pattern of daily lives.

First, we must jump into the treasure chest, find the jewels and put them on! Otherwise,
these practices can become meaningless and seem to some to be empty show or the
vestige of a bygone era.

They are neither! They proclaim the very meaning of life. Jesus Christ is King and we are
the seeds of His Kingdom scattered in the garden of a world which is waiting to be born
anew.

The Church is an expert in humanity, according to the insightful words of the Fathers of
the last great Council of the Church, Vatican II. She walks the way of the person.

The Church, as a mother and a teacher, invites us to live the rhythm of the liturgical year
in order to help us walk into a deeper encounter with the Lord and bring the whole
world with us into the new world of the Church.

That is because the Church is meant to become the home of the whole human race.

That deeper encounter, that continual invitation - along with all the graces truly needed
to live it - is what lies at the heart of Catholic Christian faith. The Christian Faith is not
Some-Thing but Some- One.
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The Church really /Sthe Mystical Body of the Risen Christ. That Body is inseparably
joined to the Head. Jesus Christ is alive, he has been raised, and he continues His
redemptive mission now through the Church, of which we are members.

As we choose to actually live our lives liturgically, not just go through the motions, we
can move through life in the flow of the liturgical calendar. We can experience the
deeper mystery and meaning of life, now made New in Jesus Christ, the One who is the
Way, the Truth and the Life. (John 14:6,7)

Jesus Christ is King. Jesus Christ is Lord of All. Jesus Christ is meant to become the Lord
of our whole lives, and inform the very pattern of how we live them.

The early Christians, before they were even called Christians, were referred to as the
Way. (Acts 9:2, Acts 11:26) That was because they lived a very different way of life. A
Way of Life which drew men and women to the One whose name they were soon
privileged to bear, Jesus the Christ.

One way this occurs in our own lives as Catholic Christians is to move from seeing the
Church year as just some kind of "Catholic custom" to seeing it as an invitation to enter
into the mysteries of our faith in a manner which informs our entire life.

We do not really go to Church; we live in the Church and go into the world, to bring the
world, through the waters of new birth, into the Church as a new home, a new family.
There they will find the grace needed to begin a whole new way of living.

Christians believe in a linear timeline in history. There is a beginning and an end, a
fulfilment, which is, in fact, a new beginning. Time is heading somewhere. We reject the
sad concept - even present in some other religious traditions - that time is a tyrant
entrapping us into an endless cycle which must be broken.

Rather, the Catholic Church proclaims that time is a precious commodity. In the
insightful and allegorical words of St Jose Maria Escriva, the "Time is our treasure, the
"money" with which to buy eternity." (Furrow #882)

Time truly matters. What we do with it truly matters. That is as true of the history of the
world as it is our own personal histories. As that wonderful Saint reminded us, "A true
Christian is always ready to appear before God. Because, if he is fighting to live as a man
of Christ, he is ready at every moment to fulfil his duty." (Furrow, 875)

One of the searching questions we should ask ourselves at this time very year, in a blunt
examination of conscience, is what are we doing with time? Do we choose to mark our
passage of time by the great events of the Life, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ?
The final Sunday of the church Year, the Feast of Christ the King, is the day when we are
invited to commemorate His sovereignty over all men, women and children. Jesus Christ
has come. Jesus Christ is coming. Jesus Christ will come again. Jesus Christ is Lord of All
No sooner than we have celebrated the last Sunday of the Year, the feast of Christ the
King, we will celebrate the First Sunday of Advent, and begin the time of preparation for
the great Feast of the Nativity of Our Saviour.



We are moving forward and toward His loving return. The Church, to use the beautiful
imagery of the early Christian fathers, was birthed from the wounded side of the Saviour
on the Cross at Calvary's hill.

We are now being recreated in and through Him. We have been espoused to Him
forever. He is the bridegroom and we are the bride. He will return for us in the great
culmination of all time and establish the eternal kingdom.

Our Catholic liturgical year follows a rhythmic cycle which points us toward beginnings
and ends. In doing so, it emphasizes important truths that can only be grasped through
faith. This Sunday, the Feast of Christ the King, is the last Sunday in the Church year.
Our Catholic faith and its Liturgical practices proclaim to a world hungry for meaning
that Jesus Christ is the "Alpha", (the first letter of the Greek alphabet) and the "Omega"
(the last letter), the beginning and the end.

He is the Giver, the Governor and the fulfilment of all time. In Him the whole world is
being made new and every end becomes a beginning, for those with the greatest treasure,
living faith.

When we really enter into the Liturgical seasons of our Church, when they become
granular and real, they offer a way to receive time as a continual gift and change the way
we actually live our daily lives. Our choice to celebrate them helps us to grow in the life
of grace as we say "yes" to their invitations.

They invite us to walk in a new way of life which becomes infused with supernatural
meaning; to enter into the mystery of living in the Church as the New World and
thereby become leaven for an age which has lost its soul.

Human beings have always marked time by significant events. The real question is not
whether we will mark time, but how we will mark time? What events and what
messages are we proclaiming in our calendaring? What are we saying with our lives in
this increasingly barren age which needs the witness of God's loving plan?

For the Christian, time is not meant to be a tyrant, ruling over us. Nor is the passing of
time to be experienced as an enemy, somehow stealing our youth and opportunity.
Rather, time is meant to become a companion, a friend and a teacher, instructing us;
offering us a series of invitations to allow the Lord to truly become our King by reigning
in our daily lives.

Our conscious awareness of time makes it a path along which the redemptive loving plan
of a timeless God is revealed and received. In Christ, time is now given back to us as a
gift. It offers us a field of choice and a path to holiness and human flourishing.

As we view time with this lens of faith, we discover that life is a pilgrimage to Life. The
Lord invites us, beginning now, to participate in His loving plan through His Son Jesus to
recreate the entire cosmos. Time becomes the road along which this loving plan of
redemption proceeds.

Those Baptized into Jesus Christ continue His redemptive mission until he returns to
establish His Reign. We do this by living in His Body, the Church, and drawing the



whole world into the New World beginning now. The Church is, in one of the early
father's favourite descriptions, that "New World".

This new family of the Church was then sent on mission, when, after the Resurrection,
Jesus breathed His Spirit into them at Pentecost.

In our celebration of a Church Year, we not only remember the great events of the Life,
ministry and Mission of the Lord, we also celebrate the life and death of our family
members, the Saints, who have gone on before us, in the worlds of the Liturgy, "marked
with the sign of redemption" as we pray in the Liturgy.

They are models and companions for the journey of life and are our great intercessors;
that "great cloud of witnesses" (Hebrews 12:1) whom the author of the letter to the
Hebrews extols. This is the heart of understanding the "communion of saints".

As St. Paul reminded the Roman Christians, not even death separates us any longer.
(Romans 8:38, 39) They will welcome us into eternity. However, from that eternal now,
living in the Communion of love, they now help us along the daily path of time through
both their example and their prayer.

As we progress through liturgical time we are invited to enter into the great events of
faith. So, on this last week of the year, through our readings and liturgical prayer, we are
invited to reflect on the "last things"- death, judgment, heaven and hell. We do so in
order to change, to be converted; to enter more fully into the Divine plan. The Western
Church year ends.

On the Feast of Christ the King we celebrate the full and final triumph and return of the
One through whom the entire universe was created - and in whom it is being "recreated"
- and by whom it will be completely reconstituted and handed back to the Father at the
"end" of all time.

That end will mark the beginning of a timeless new heaven and a new earth when "He
will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more death." (Revelations
21:4).

As we move from one Church year to the next, we also move along in the timeline of the
human life allotted to each one of us. We age. The certainty of our own death is meant to
illuminate our life and the certainty of the end of all time is meant to illuminate its
purpose and culmination in Christ. For both to be experienced by faith we must truly
believe in Jesus Christ, the beginning and the end.

When we do, death can become, as we move closer to it, a second birth. Francis of Assisi
prayed these words in his most popular prayer "it is in dying that we are born to eternal
life."

He referred to death as a "sister" implying that he had a relationship with it. So too did all
the great heroes our Church, the saints. So can we - that is if we choose to walk the way
of living faith, immersed in the life of grace.

With a few exceptions, Christians celebrate the death of Saints because death is not an
end but the beginning of an eternal life with God. In the final book of the Bible we read:



"Here is what sustains the holy ones who keep God's commandments and their faith in
Jesus. I heard a voice from heaven say, "Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord from now on." "Yes," said the Spirit, "let them find rest from their labours, for their
works accompany them."

"Then I looked and there was a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud one who looked like
a son of man, with a gold crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. Another
angel came out of the temple, crying out in a loud voice to the one sitting on the cloud,
"Use your sickle and reap the harvest, for the time to reap has come, because the earth's
harvest is fully ripe. So the one who was sitting on the cloud swung his sickle over the
earth, and the earth was harvested." (Revelations 14: 12-15)

As the Apostle John recorded in that Revelation he received on the Island of Patmos, our
"use" of time is meant to bear good fruit. We are called to bear a harvest which will
accompany us into eternity. It will - if we have an intimate relationship with the One
who both gives and governs time.

Time is the opportunity for the Christian to bear that "fruit that remains" to which Jesus
referred: "It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go
and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may
give you. This I command you: love one another.

We are the ones who decide whether we use time for the bearing of good fruit or allow it
to become a tyrant who frightens us as we fruitlessly try to resist his inevitable claim on
our perceived youth. This act of choosing rightly, daily, helps us to develop a disposition;
a way of living that involves the proper exercise of our human freedom aided by, and
responding to, grace.

When time is perceived as a gift from God and welcomed as an opportunity for bearing
the fruits of love and holiness, we learn to receive it in love and perceive it as a field of
choice and an environment for holiness.

We choose to fill our lives with love and pour ourselves out for the God of love. When
we live this kind of life, Jesus can find a home within us from which He can continue His
redemptive mission, in time.

The ancients were fond of a Latin phrase "Carpe Diem", which literally means "Seize the
day." For we who are living in communion in Christ Jesus, that phrase can take on a
whole new meaning. We always journey toward the "Day of the Lord", when He will
return as King.

We should seize that day as the reference point for all things on this last week of the year
and the Feast of Christ the King. We can live our lives as though His day is the milestone
and marker for all that we do, revealing the path along which we become new, beginning
now - because it is.

Almost two thousand years ago the ancient Greek writer, Seneca, wrote: "It is not that we
have so little time, but that we have wasted so much of it" St. Paul wrote to Greek



Christians, centuries later in Ephesus: "Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise
men (and women) but as wise making the most of the time." (Ephesians 5: 15ff).

As we consider the timeline of God's unfolding plan, the redemption of the whole
cosmos, the God who gives and governs time, invites us to re-dedicate ourselves to living
differently on this great Feast. We are to live as though time really does matter.

We are invited by grace to give ourselves away for others; to imitate the One who gave
Himself for the entire human race. We are invited to pour ourselves out as Jesus did for
us. If we live life this way, when we face Him on that final day, we will do so with our
arms full of gifts borne in time. These gifts will have paved the way for eternity.

I suggest that it is no coincidence that the Feast of Christ the King and the last week of
the year pass through the secular Feast of Thanksgiving. There is no separation for the
believer between the secular and the Sacred. In the great event of the Incarnation and
the fullness of the Paschal Mystery, all is made new.

Secular Feasts such as the American Thanksgiving actually proceed from a Jewish and
Christian memory in our ancestors. They knew, as do we, that we are a people who have
received immense gifts from Some One - Jesus Christ - and it is truly human to stop and
give Thanks!

We do not bring God into time; He is the Creator of time. In the mystery of the
Incarnation, the Eternal Word through whom the universe was created entered into time
to re-create it from within!

We are invited by grace to come to acknowledge this mystery and then receive his
creature time as a gift, a good, to be given back to Him through living our lives in Christ
for the sake of the world.

Thanksgiving is a great Feast made even fuller in meaning for the believing and
practicing Christian, when we examine the word itself. The word "Eucharist" in our
lexicon as Catholics, means Thanksgiving. Now we are called to walk through this last
week of the year and reflect on the Kingship of Jesus Christ.

Then, we will walk along the way of faith into this new Liturgical season, Advent.
Throughout the weeks of Advent, we are invited to prepare ourselves -and the world of
our own time- for the comings of the Lord, including His final coming as Christ the King.
On the last week of the Church Year, we are invited to remember that every end is a
beginning - because in Christ the King, Thanksgiving and Advent can actually become a
way of life. Jesus Christ is Lord. Living in Him we can move from Christ the King to
Thanksgiving to Advent.
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